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2 Cor. 12. 1, 2, 35 44 52 Gs 7, 8, 9- 


It is not expedient for me doubtleſs to glory : I will come to viſt- 
ons and revelations of the Lord. 

Thnew a man in Chrift above fourteen year ano (whether in the 
body 1 carmot tell, or whether ont of the body, I cannot tell, God 
knoweth) ſuch an one caught up to the third heaven. 

And I knew ſuch a man (whether in the body, or out of the body, 
1 cannot tell : God knoweth) | 

How that he was caught up into Paradiſe, and heard unſpeaka- 
ble words, which it ts not lawful for a man to utter. 

Of ſuch an one will I glory ;, yet of my ſelf will I not glory, biz 
in mine infirmities. 

For though I would deſire to glory, T ſhall not be a fool; for 7 
will ſaythe truth : butnow 1 forbear, leff any man ſhould think of 
me above that which he ſeeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 

And left I ſhonld be exalted above meaſure through the abun- 
dance ofthe revelations, there was given to me 4 thorn in the fleſh, 
the meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, leſt I ſpould be exalted above 
meaſure. 

For this thing Theſouoht the Lord thrice, that it mioht depart 
from me. 


And he ſaid, My grace ts ſufficient for thee : for my ſtrength 


#5 made perfeft in weakneſs. Moſt gladly therefore will I rather 


Llory in my infirmities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me. 


City and the Church of God, -in the removal of an ex- 
cellent Saint ; we are now come on the like occaſion. It 

is ayear of Jubile for holy _—_ and a harveſt for _— 
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I is butlately that we were here lamenting the loſs of this 
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thing. It favours of Pride, and Selfiſhneſs, and Folly, when 


C3) 
The ripeſt are gathercd, and the green and ſowre fruit is yet 
left on carth: But Oh what a heavy judgement is it, to the 
needy world, which wants ſuch lights, as God is taking in. 
But we are not the Chooſers ! Its well if we be obedient Lear- 
ners, and can follow fuch to life in the Holy path. 

The Text read to you hath ſo much matter of Inſtruction 
that will excuſe me if I ſcarce name the moſt. lt is part of 
Farls Vindication againſt the accuſers of his Perſon and Mini- 
ſtry, which were ſome Erroncous Judaizing Teachers. He 
confeſſeth that glorymg is an unexpedient thing, and ſounds like 
folly ; but yet in caſe of neceſſary defence, it may be modeſt- 
ty and ſincerely done : Eſpecially the opening of thoſe Divine 
Revelations and gifts which makes for the ſtrength of the 
Faith of cthers. The Explication ſhall be taken in as we go. 

Obſerv. 1 .Jt us no new thing far the wiſeſt and bolieſt of Chriſts 
Miniſters to be accuſed even by the Teachers of Chriſtianity. 

' For 1. There are many Erronequs Teachers, that are con- 
fident they are inthe right, and oppoſe the Teachers of Truth 
as if they were the erring men. - 

2. Andthere are Worldly, Proud, Malignant Hypocrites, 
who bring their unſanQtified Hearts into the ſacred Office, and 
manage it as men do common Trades, but with greater enmity 
and ſtrife. ; 

3. And there are abundance of ignorant or halfwiſe injudi- 
cious men, who have ſelf conceitedneſs enough to be peremp- 
tory and confident, but neither knowledge nor humility cnough 
to perceive their own weakneſs and miſtakes.:. ., .'. . © 

Uſe. 1. Therefore let it not become a ſcandal to you if you 
bear ſome Teachers accuſing an4 vilifying others. 

2. And think' not that a Miniſter is- crroneous or faulty, 
mcerly becauſe others, though of great name,” do accuſe him, 
or ſo repreſent him. It hath ftill been ſo, and: while Satan is 
Satan, and man is Corrupt man, and there, is fo much dark- 
neſs and ſo much Worldly Temptations, and. Croſs Intereſts, 
it will be ſo : And Preachers will be made the common and 
dangerous hinderers of Preachers ; And where they have-Po- 
wer will flence them, and diſgrace their work. 

Obſerv. 2, Glorying or boaſting is in it. ſelf an inexpedsent 


it 
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(3) 
it is not neceſſary and juſt. And therefore all Chriſtians ſhould 
be backward to it. 

| Obſerv. 3. Yetthat which is ſo inexpedient,may on juſt occa- 
ons become good, and a duty. 

Thatis, 1. When it is made needful to Gods honour, and 
the vindication and ſucceſs of our Miniſtry and the Truth. And, 

2, VVhen theſe are our trueends. And, 

3. VVhenwe ſpeak nothing but the Truth. 

Uſe. II. O that men knew how great a fin it is, by their 
confident Errors and raſh Accuſations, to- put Chriſts Mini- 
ſters upon ſuch a defence z; much more to ſeek their ſilence and 
deftruttion, | | 

2. And here you ſce that ;nconveniencies will not excuſe us: 
from neceſſary duties ; nor prove that all is unlawful which 
hath ſuch. What is it in this confuſed and imperfe& 
VVorld that hath not its inconveniencies ? In Government, 
both Monarchy, Ariftocracy and Democracy , abſolute and 
limited, | have their many #ncorveniencies. In Churches , 
the power of People and Paſtors, equality and ſubordination, 
riches and poverty, ſeverity and lenity ; to uſe Diſcipline or 


negle&tit, have their inconveniencies. In Worſhip, impoſed 


words or free, and all humane forms and modes have their + 
conveniencies, In Houſes, a marryed life anda ſingle, to have 
Children and to have none, to:-have ſervants or none, . to have 
much. buſineſs or little, to be high. or low, rich and poor, to 
rule greatly or ſeverely, have all their. ;nconventencies. In our 
converſations to-be yielding or not, to converſe with few or 
.many,. with high or tow, to ſpeak or to be ſilent, have all 
their #nconveniencies. | 

And yet there are men that on one ſide can filence Chriſts 


faithful Miniſters by hundreds or thoaſands and perſecute the 
.true Members of Chiriſt, and caſt out true diſcipline, and cor- 


rupt the Churches, and, juſtifie all this by urging ſome #ncon- 
veniencies. And there are others, that. can. unchurch moſt 
Churches in. the World, and: ſeparate from their Worſhip, 
and think the charge of 5nconveniencies will juſtifie all. Andſo 


. we ſhould have no Government, no Miniſtry,. no. Worſhip,no- 


Families, Wives. or Children, or Servants , no Books,. no 
Trades, no Food, no Phylick, if all meer inconvenienciesfor- 
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By this our inſtance Solomm may be underſtood, what it is 
to be Wiſe and Righteous overmuch , ſome are ſo Wiſe and 
Righteous (materially not formally) that they can find faults 
in all perſons, all duties, all ſpeeches, all a&ions , and on 
pretence of doing all better, would hinder us from doing what 
wecan, and undo all as if it were for amending, not but that 
inconveniences may make a&ions finful. - But the great part of 
Chriſtian prudence lyeth in holding the ballance, and trying 
wiſely whether the good or hart, the benefit or inconvenience 
do weigh down ; We ſhall never Preach or Pray, nor converſe 
withmankind without 'fome i70onueniency. 

Obſerv. 4. Divine Revelations acquainting the ſoul with Hea- 
ven, are matters moſt worthy of lawful, bumble, modeſt Gle- 
TwYmnp. | 

Fe: was Pauls Heavenly Viſions which he gloryed in as his ad- 
vancemenr, when -he had mentioned his many perſecutions 
and ſufferings inthe way. 

Theſe tend'to that perfeQion and felicity of fools - Intheſe 
men have to do with the glorious Fehovah, the Angelical Chore, 
the heavenly Society,our' glorified Head,our highett Hopes,and 
matter of the greateſt everlaſting joys.Oif God would but give 
you and me this Heavenly fight, and let us but once ſee what 
Pal faw, what little things would Crowns and Lordſhips 
ſeern to us when we look down from ſich an height ? Whar 
rrifling ſhould we think moſt of the buſles of this world ? what 
toyes and dreams, their wealthy honour and ſmful Delights. 
I ſhould then ſay, Now 1 ſee what itis that we ſeek and hope 
and ſuffer for, what it is to enjoy God and our Redeemer : 
And therefore now I know, what it is to be-a Beleiver, a Saint, 
a man indeed. O what a help to mortification would ſuch a 
fight of Paradiſc be? How eafily ſhoald weafter reſiſt tempta- 
tions, deny the Fleſh, cotitemn the world, andihate our fins. 
O how it would overcome all theſe diſtruſtful trembling fears 
"of death, and make us long, and grown and cry, -to be with 
Chriſt? V Vhat life would it put into all holy daty ? How eaſily 
ſhould we bear our ſhort aflitions ? How would it mellow 
onr ſowte contentious minds towardione another, and teach us 


| better whom to love and live in Peace with, than pride and 


VVorldlinefs or Faction will teach us, 


Fellow 


(5) 
Fellow Chriſtians, : Though you and I may not expett ſuch 
Raptures, and Extafies as Paul's ; yet we have the Goſpel of 
Jeſus, © Divine Revelation of this ſame heavenly glory ; nor 
to be ſet light by, becauſe we {ce it not our ſelves , It is by the 
Son of God that ſaw it, and now rg Preparing it for us; 
it is by a ſcaled 'certain word. And the heavenly beams are 
ſent down from him upon our hearts, to ſhew it us and lead 
us up. V Ve are capable of a lively beleif of the full aſſurance. of 
hope, of the pledges,carneft, and firſt fruits, and of rejoycing 
with unſpeakable orying joy. Wee are capable in our manner, 
and are ſure oftraifick for heaven, and witn heaven, of ſanding 
up our treaſures, and there converling in ſpirit as in the City 
which is our home, and hearing by Faith the joyful harmony 
of the heavenly Songs and Praiſes of Fehovah, Here we are 
capable of ſuch a powerful touch with the Loadſtone of Divine 
Love, or to have our Spirits ſo refined and ſublimated, as 
ſhall make it as natural to them to make upward towards 
Chriſt, and-long for full and perſe& union. O had we lived 
as Beleivers ſhould have lived, how much more of heavenly 
mindedneſs;/.and delight might we have attained than we have 
done ? O thank God for the Goſpel revelation, and beg grace- 
to bring it in power on your hearts; And then, let world- 
lings take their earthly portion ; V Ve can ſpare them all that 
hindereth not the gary and edification of the Church, and 
the heavenly intereſt of ſouls. | 

Obſerv. 5. Theres 4 third Heaven aud Heavenly Paradice, 
where arethe concerns and hopes of holy fouls, 

Paxl was thither taken up; had he no intereſt there, no 
hopes, no friends, no buſineſs there ; VVhy then ſhould he 
have been rapt up thither ? How many Heavens there be, and 
why it is here called therhird, I will not interrupt your more 
neceſſary thoughts, by conjeQuring enquiries : Moſt fay the 
Airis called the firſt, the Srarry Heaven the ſecond, and the 
place of the glorified: Spirits,the. third ; but theſe arc vain conjec- 
tures. No man knoweth how many there be, the Globes or 
Stars are at vaſt diftance from cach other, ſome great Philo- 
"ſophers have been tempted to think that VVorld is izfinite as 
an adequate effe& of 'infinite Power, becauſe God hath no un- 
ative power ; All this is prophane raſhneſs. The _—_— 
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which are our inheritance are the place where perfe& Glorious 


Spirits ſhall live in bleſſed Society with Chrift'and one another; 
joyfully beholding the Glory of God, and feeling the delights 


| of mutualLove; And yet thereare different -degrees of Glory 


from the different degrees of the Capacity of Spirits : Whe- 
ther alſo from any difterence in the-place and communicating 
Cauſes, we ſhall ſhortly better know. © There are more ſorts 
of Spirits than we cannow know. Though | know not how 
to receive Aquinas *sDottrine that no two Angels are of the ſame 
Species; the diverſity as well as the incomprehenſible Glory 
and Numbers, are unknown to us. Thoſe that God employ- 
eth under Chriſt as his Purſuivants, Meſſengers, and Servants 
for his Church, are called Angels : Whether there be orders 
over orders quite above _— and how Angels differ from 
the perfetted Spirits of the Juſt, we know not. | 
As it is defigned for Saints, its Glory conliſteth, 
1. In the Glory of the Place. - 
2. Inthe perfeding and glorifying the Natures/and Perſons 
that enjoy it. | Ts) re. 
3. In the Glory of the Heavenly Society, Chriſt, Angels 
and Saints. Ana 0 =o 
4. In the Glory of their high and excellent work, to Love 
and Magnifie God for ever. | 
5- In the Communication of the Joyful Love, -and Light and 
Life of God, upon theſe glorified Spirits. O what doth every 
one of theſe words fignifie ! Is notthis'a Paradiſe indeed, that 
is a place of pureſt greateſt pleaſure ? : 
Uſe. 1. And are we not taught by ſuch a glaſs as this, how 
Great and how Good a God we ſerve ? Olook up tothe Hea.. 
vens, and ſee what he is by that which he hath made. Yea, its 
faid Pſal. 113.6. that he humbles himſelf to behold the things 
in Heaven, as well as upon earth. O ſinners / what a God do 
youdeſpiſe, neglect, and forget! and what a Heaven do you 
fell for fleſhly luſt, and to feed a Corruptible Body for the 
Grave ! O Chriſtians, what a God have we to ſerve and- fear ! 
and how Zealouſly and purely ſhould we ſerve him ! What a 
God have we totruſt and hope in, and how-great a ſin is it to 


' diſtruſt him ! What a Heaven have we.to ſeck and hope for, 


and how chearfully and conſtantly ſhould we do-it, Alas, yr 
co 


CF 
cold Hearts, and flothful Lives, and worldly Cares, and fink- 
ing Spirits, beſeem not ſuch a God and Heaven. Were we 
deligned but to inhabit the Sun, or ſome reſplendent Star, how 
high is it above this Earth ? Shall we creep only on Earth and 
feed on duſt, and defile our Souls as if we were preparing them 
by Sin for Hell, when we have a third heaven, and Paradiſe 
to look up to, and ſeek and hope for ? 

Doth Satan ſay, what us that tothee, that us ſofay above thee, 
Itis tous; itis the place where the Glory of God is which we 
ſeek ; where our glorified Head is. The place of holy Spirits, 
whither alſo Henoch and Elias were Tranſlated : where A- 
brabam, Iſaac and Facob live ; whither Chriſts Spirit went at 
Death, and where he received the believing Thief ; where 
Lazarw is in Abrahams boſom ; which Stephen forefaw, and 
to which he was received, It is the place which we are ſet on 
Earth to ſeek ; dearly purchaſed ; ſurely promiſed; to 
which Gods Spirit is now preparing us : and of which it is our 
pledge and ſeal. Were it not for ſuch an end and hope, how 
vain were Man, and what a dream this World. T ake Hea- 
ven from us, aud take our Lives, our Joyes, yea, more 
than many ſuch lives as theſe: O that we could be more deep- 
ly ſenſible for what we are Chriſtians, and for what we hope ! 
what holy, patient, joyful Chriftians ſhould we then be. 
But it is not a wavering Belief, a divided heart, and a few cold 
ſtrange and ſtaggering thoughts of Heaven, that will do this, 
as we defire it, | 


Obſerv. 6. Sorls are n0t ſo cleſely tyed to the body, but 
now they may be rapt up into Paradiſe, or the third 
Heavens. 


When Paul could not tell whether it was in the body or out 
of it, it ſheweth ſome how the Soul was there, and that its 
poſſible it might be ont of the body. 

Obj. If it were in the body, the body muſt go with it : If out 
of the body it muſt leave the body dead. 

Anſ. It might be in the body and not take up the body : If 
man were born blind, or Spirits, and viſive —_— 
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would a& only within : But as ſoon as a Miracle opened his 
eyes, he would ſee as far as the Sun and Stars. And the Sun 
ſends down its beams even to this Earth: Should God open 
this dark Lanthorn of the Body, we little know how far a 
Soul may ſee without any ſeparation from the body : Did not 
Srephen's Soul in the body ſce Chriſt in Glory ? | 

And if it went out of the Bedy, it followeth not that it muſt 
be ſeparated from the body and leave it dead. When London 
was on fire, how: high did the flame go above the fuel, and yet 
itwas not ſeparated from the fuel : A Soul can ſtay in the body, 
and yet not be confined to it as a Chicken in the Shell ; bur 
may ſee, and mount above it to the Heavens, 


Uſe. Thercfore think not of Souls as you do of Bodies, 
which are Circumſcribed in their proper places. We know 
not what formal thoughts to have of the dimenſions or locality 
of Spirits > Somewhat ſuch eminenter they have, (for they 
have individuation and numeral quantity, and-ſome paſſtvity ) 
but not formalirer as groſs bodies have : While the Soul is in 
the Body, it worketh on it, and is a Subſtance diſtin&t from it, 
and ſuch a form as hath alſo its own form; even its formal Po- 
wer or Virtue, of Vital A@ivity, Senſitive and: Intelle&ive 
Perception, and Senſitive and Rational Appetite. It is Ative 
Life it ſelf, as the Principle : It perceiveth it: ſelf, and loveth 
it ſelf, it anderſtandeth-what-other Spirits arc, by it ſelf z It 
remembereth innumerable things paſt : It riſeth up-to ſome 
knowledge of God. It can ſeek, love, and obey him, and 
all this though not zz of the body yet above any efficiency of 
bodily Organs. O what a ſad part of Mans Fall is it, to loſe 
ſo much as the World hath done, of the knowledge of our 
ſclves. And to begin to know our ſelves, our ſouls, and how 
Man differs. from a Beaſt, is the firſt part of recovering know- 
tedge, leading up towards the knowledge of God, which is the 
higheſt. | 

7 then, Sirs, do nat only owz the heavenly dignity of 
Souls, but x/# your Souls accordingly. Are they good for no 
better, than to ſerve the Body in Luſt and Appetite, and keep 
it in motion and ſome Pleaſure, or at leaſt from ſtinking a 
while in the World, Sinners, hear and conſider, If you 

_  wilfully 
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willfully Condemn your own Souls to Beaſtiality, God will 
Condemn them to perpetual Miſery. Yea, you do it your 
ſelves, and paſs from bruitiſhneſs to the Devilsſb Nature and 
Woful State. 


Obſerv. 7. The things of the Heavenly Paradiſe arcto 
eMertal Men unntterable. 


That 1s, 

1. Such as cannot be uttered, And, 

2. Such as muſt not be uttered. It isnot {awfil to Paul that 
ſaw them. 

Not that zothing of it may or muſt be uttered : Chrift 
hath brought Life and Immortality to Light - They are 
oreat things and glorious which are by him revealed. Enough 
well believed and uſed to overcome the Temptation of this 
Fleſh and World, and to raiſe us to a holy Life, and joyful! 
Hopz, and comfortable Sufferings and Death. Chriſt beſt 
knoweth the juſt meaſure of Revelation meet for Earth. Can- 
dles muſt ſerve for narrow and dark Rooms, and are more 
worth than all the Gold on Earth : The Sun by day muſt not 
come t99 near us leſt it burn us up, but ſend us its beams at 
the diſtance that we can bear them. And all Souls are not 
here meet for the ſame meaſures ; Much leſs for that ſight 
which the glorified enjoy. The pure in heart do ſee God, Mar. 
5- and even here more than impure Souls. 

1. There is no hamane Language that hath words fit to re- 
veal that part of the heavenly things which God hath ſhut up 
from us as his ſecrets. Mans words are only fitted to Mans 
Uſe and to Mans Concerns, and notto Angels and the ſecrets of 
Heauen : We ſpeak not a VVord of God himſelf, which fig- 
nifieth formally what God is, but only analogically or by ſimi- 
litude, and yet not in vain. Paul ſaw, and holy Souls ſee, 
that which no human? Language can properly cxpreſs. 

2. Andif it could, yet mortals could not underſtand it : No 
more than a Language which.they never heard. | 

3. And Paul had it revealed in a manner ſuited to his own 
uſe, and not in a manner meet for Communication. 

| B 2 2, And 
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2. Andit was unlawful alſo to utter it. For God ſaw not all 
that meet for the dark world of undiſpoſed ſinners, which was 
allowed to one eminent Saint. 

2. Nor would he have ſo much more revealed by a Miniſter 
than the ſon of God from heaven, had himſclft before re- 
vealed. 

' 3, And the revelation is to be ſuited to the fruition. Full 
knowledge is fit only for thoſe that muſtfully enjoy it. 


Uſe. Therefore remember with what meaſures of heavenly 
knowlcdge, we muſt be here content, ſo much as Chriſt bath 
revealed and is ſuitable to a diſtant life of Faith. I have 
known ſome that have run into greater calamities than 1 will 
mention, by an expectation of viſible Communion with An- 
gels ; ind others by raſh conceits of Viſions, Dreams and 
Prophetical Revelations:But the common. Errour of Chriſtians 
is, tocontent theraſelves with a feeble Faith (or atleaſt get no 
better) and then think it ſhould be made up by ſomwhat like 
to fight or corporal ſenſe, and to be unſatisfied becauſe they 
know no more than by beleiving they can reach to : As if be- 
Iciving were but an uncertain apprehenſion, (with which we 
are unſatified} and: we are not content to live on that which 


_ God hath revealed, but we would fain know more, beforc we 


arc ready for it; whereas we mult explicitly beleive all that is 
eagicith revealed, and implicitly beleive and truſt:-God for the 
reſt, 

VVe are here uſed to live by ſight andſenſe, and the ſoul is 
ftrange to ſuch apprehenſions as are quite above ſenſe and with- 
ontit. And fain we would have God bring down the unſcen 
things to theſe ſenſations and perceptions : And we would fain 
have diftin&t and formal knowledge, of that which God hath 
but generally revealed. It.is ſamewhat excuſable for a ſoulto 
defirethis, as it is the ſtate of perfe&ion to which we do aſpire. 
But it 1s not well that we remember not more that Gght and 
full fruition,are reſerved together forthe life to come z an that 
we live no more thankfully and joyfully on ſo much as we may 
in the body by bcleiving know. 

Queſt. Whit may we conjetture thoſe things. are which Paul 
had ſeen ard muſe not utter * 


VVhy 
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- VVhy ſhould we enquire, when they muſtnot beuttered ? 
oy = mention a poſſtbility -to rebuke our bold ynquiet 
£ oug S, + 

Our ſouls would fain have. not only :Anglogical, but formal 
conceptions of the eſſence, ſubſtance, chrpiorntoy, etcraity 
of God, Hopefor much in heaven (but aever for an adequate 
comprehenſion) But this is the very higheſt of all thofe things 
= are not to be uttered, and therefore not to be here at- 
tain d. ; 

Our ſouls would fain 'be pred extenſively and jatcafycly 
in Philoſophy, and know -Heaven and Earth, the Spheares; 
or Orbs, or Vorticesz the ones » gumber , diſtances, 
motions, and the nature of all the Stars, and the Compagina- 
tion of the whole frame of Being- But this is unutterable,and 
not here to be known. | 

Our ſouls would fain know more of the Angelical nature ; 
what ſuch Spirits are, whether abſolutely immaterial as meer 
atts and virtues; or ſubſtances which gre pure matter, and 
what their number and differences are,and how vaſt and many 
and diſtant their habitatians, and what are their offices on 
Earth or elſewhere ; and how much they know of us and our 
affairs, and in what ſubordination'Men,--Churches and King- 
doms ftand to them, and they to one angther, and how they 
are individuated, and how farre one : But all theſe are uaut- 
terable, and lockt up from-vs. | Y 

Our ſouls would tain know whether thete was any V Vorld 
before this Earth, and the Creation of the ſix dayes 5 and 
whether there was any ſpiritudl Being, which was an eternal 
effe&t by emanation fram an eternal-Cauſe, as Light from the 
Sun: And whether:the Sun, :and Stars are intellectual or ſenſi- 
tive, and exceed man ;in form as well as in matter, and 
what the noble nature af-fige is. But theſe things are unutter- 
able and ſo not knowable to ps. 

Our ſouls would fain have mare ſenſible perceptions of 
themſelves, as to their ſubſtance, and their ſeparate flats ? 
Whether they .are ſubſtances utterly immaterial,bow they are - 
-generated?How they ſubſit,and a&t out of the body? Andihow 
they do:enjoy{How they are;indivuate,and yet:how far one © 
How far one or not one with Chrift, and one anather ? aye 

Tner 
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ther they are diviſible in ſubſtance as continued quantities, as 
well as m number as quantitates diſcrete : What place and li- 
mits do confine them (being not infinite) ? How far they have 


Mill ſenſation ? And how they ſee, Praiſe and enjoy God ? 


And how they converſe with one another-? And how farre 
they know the things on Earth ? And how their ſtate before 
the Reſurreftion differs from what it will be after * And how - 
far the ſoul will be inſtrumental in the railing of the Body : But 
all theſe are unutterable things. 

We would fain know more of the decrees of God, and 
how all his a&ts are Eternal, and yet produce their effets in 
time? How they are many, and yet but one, producing di- 
vers and contrary effe&s. Many ſuch things inquiſitive nature 
would fain know whichare unutterable, 

But this muſt ſatisfie us. | 

1, That ſinful ſouls, and dark, in a dark body, and adark 
World, arenot fit for ſo great a Light, nor capable of it ;, It 
will put out our eyes to gaze ſo neerly on the Sun. 

2. That Chriſt hath revealed ſo much of the greatneſs and 
certainty of the heavenly glory, as he ſeeth meet and ſuitable 
tc Gods holy ends and us. | 

3- That the Church hath ſo much clearer a revelation than 
the Heathen and Infidel World, as ſhould make us thankful 
for our Light. 

4. That if we believe the revelation of the Goſpel ſoundly, 
we may livea holy joyful life, and die in the Peace and Tri- 
umph of our hopes. 

5- That it is not by fight, but by Faith that we muſt here 
live, in our VVilderneſs expettant ſtate. 

6. That the more we cleave to God, and live by Faith a- 
bove the Fleſh and World whilſt we are in it, the clearer and 
ſweeter our apprehenſions of heaven will be. 

7. That God muſt be truſted implicitely about that which 
is yet unknown to us, as well as explicitly for what we 
kuow. And, | 

8. That what we know not now, we ſhall know hereafter 
and the day is neer. . Let theſe things quiet our ſouls in 
health and ſickneſs, though we are yet in darkneſs as to the 
unutterable things. 
| 9. And 


, 
. 
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9.And always adde,that what we know not,Chriſt knoweth for 
24, to whom it belongeth to prepare the place for us, and us 
for it, and to receive us. Had we but a Friend in heaven whom 
we could truſt, we could partly, take up with their know- 
ledge. Our head is there, and the Eyes that we muſt truſt to 
are in our Head. OP 

But how was Paul in danger of being exalted above meaſure, 
by the abundance of Revelations ? 

Anſwer, 1. }t might have been above the meaſure meet for 
nan in Fleſh, and ſo unſuitable to his preſent ſtate. 

2. It might have been ants ſinful Pride, as the Angels fell 
from God, and as Adamfell, deſiring to be as a God in know- 
ledge. | 


Obſerv. 3. Even Heavenly "Revelations may be made 
the matter and occaſion of unmeet and ſriful Exalta-- 
12017. . | | | 


-— of fine Cloths, .and V Vorldly fools 
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utterable words, and ſeeing the Heavenly Paradiſe it ſelf : No 
not if he cane down from the third Heavens, (and bring his 
briperfeft Natare with him Though he came newly from 
Converſe with Angels; Much more when he cometh from the 
moſt fervent Prayers, ot holieft Meditations, of moſt heaven- 
ly and ſucceſsful ſtudies, and from hearing the moſt Seraphick 
Preacher, or Preaching as ſuch an one himſelf: He is not our 
of danger, when he newly cometh from the moſt Self-denying 
atts of Mortification, or the greateſt Vifory againſt Tempta- 
tion, or the greateſt Suffering for Chriſt. V Vhat a ſad deſcrip» 
tion do Cyprian aid Epipharins make of the miſcarriages of 
ſome Cohfeffours that-had offered to die for Chriſt. 

Let none therefore abuſe the Grace of Chriſt, and the Do- 
Arine of perſeverance, by thinking that it ſets him above all 
danger or fears of falling, unleſs he can ſay that he is better 

Ces and heard more than he did in 
Paradiſe, or than Peter did with Chriſt, and Xfoſes and Elias 
on the Holy Mount. O that this Age did not loudly tell us, 
how much the real or ſuppoſed knowledge of Divine things, 
may be abuſed to ſinful Exaltations ! By one fide, even by 
moſt famed Teachers, to conterript of others, and Lording 
it over the Heritage of God, and wracking and rending his 
Church by their needfeſs , yea wicked comvulſive impoſing 
deviſes. And by the other fide, by hurtful unwarrantable Cen- 
ſures arid Separations, and ſpeaking evil of the- things which 
they know not. Have you heard and ſeen more of heaven than 
others? Be then more Holy, Loving, 'Merciful and Peaceable, 
and liker thoſe in Heaven than others : Read over and -over 
Fam. 3. ſhew out of a Converſation your works with 
tacekneſs of wiſdom : For the wiſdott from above neither be- 
friendeth Enmity to Pizty ot Peace, but is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, CFC. 
 Buthow is Paul kept from being exalted above meaſure ? 
God gave him athornin the fleſh. Note, 


Obſerv. 9. God ſeeth our danger when we ſee not our 


wit, and ſaveth ws from that which we ſaw not, or had 
not elſe prevented. Thanks to him, and not to us. . 
- . ut 
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" But how doth God doit? By a Thom in the Fleſh. 


Obſerv. 10. It is better that the fleſh ſmart, than the 
Soul be overmuch exalted. 


 Nopain or ſuffering of the Fleſh is ſo bad as Pride, nor 
hath ſo bad effeds. | 


* Uſe. Why then do we ſo litfle fear Exaltation. How gree- 
dily do ſome Religious People defire it? How impatient of 
any thing that croſſeth ir and humbleth them : How little do 
they lament it and confeſs it. Is Pride ſo rare or ſo ſmall a 
ſm? even among Preachers and zealous men. 

And why do we ſo much fear every Thorn in the Fleſh : 
Every Sickneſs, Pain, or Croſs, as if Pride could be prevent- 
ed or killed attoo dear a rate ? And why do we quarrel with 
God for our ſufferings as if our Diſeaſe were not ſo bad as his 
Remedy. Who ever heard you in health cry out of your 
\ Pride, as in Sickneſs you do of your Pain. It's a happy 
Thorn which lets out this corrupt aud peſtilent blood. 


" But what was this Thorn in the Fleſh of Paul. 


 Anſw. The Greek word fignifieth a ſnarp fake, Pale, nail, 
ſub, or Thorn, or any ſuch ſharp thing that runs into the fleſh, 
« : falls out with barefoot Travellers among ſach Thorns and 
tubs. ; | dug 
Its ſtrange how many Expoſitors eameto take up that injuri- 
ous conceit that it was fleſhly 1ſt; which hath not the leaft 
colour in the Text. _ | 


1. Luſt wou'd be rather likened to a Fire or ſtch, than toa 
Thorn. © 25.9 | 


| 2. It would be called an alluring rather than a bufering. 


. 3+ Paul had « Life of Labour and Suffering, which would - 
keep down fleſhly Luſt. ji 
BY x : k S | Et: 


' 4, This 
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4. This Thorn is givew him, as ſent from God to fave him 
from ſin'; But where is God faid to give men bf to ſave them 
from Pride, 


| | 
5. This Thorn was the buffeting of a Meſſenger. of Satan; 
But it is not like, that Satancould ſo excite Luſt in Paul. 


'6. Paul prayeth thrice that it might be taken from him : It 
is not like that Satan could ſo follow him with Luſtfut motions, 
and that Paul would got have mentioned faſting . agd other 
means of Cure. » 5k k 


'-7, God doth not yet fay that he will yet rake it from him, 
but' under his weakreſs manifeſt his ſuſtaining Grace : which: 
ſounds not like an anfwer of a Prayer againſt Luft. 
- 8. Par-is vindicating. his Miniſtry againſt Accufers, - by 
mentioning his Infirmities, that is, his bodi Sufferings hed 
2F his Revelations ; and is the telling. them .of his Zwf a meet 
2% means for this ? £3 J us 

aF 9. Itis called his. weekreſs 3 which is his uſual Title for his 
E (4 Sufferings ; but you may ſee Rom. 7. that he calleth Ly by 
8; more od10us names. | 


Tdoubt not but it was ſome bodily Suffering which was this 
Thorn, but whether by Perſecntors or by a Diſeaſe is the chief 
doubt : Many think that it was by Perſecution. 


1. Becauſe it was by a Meſſenger of Satan. 
2. Becauſe wicked men are in Scripture likened to 
Thorns... | 


L more encline to think it was a fit of ſome violent pain- in 
the fleſh, and moſt likely the fong (or ſome ſuch.thing) which 
indeed is a Tormenting Thorn in the fleſh, For 


1, VVe read of his frequent Perfecutions, but never thathe 


fo named them, or that he ſo nauch prayed againſt them, bor 
| rcjoyced. 
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rejoyced; as Ohrift bids ſuch, with exceeding joy * Mat. 5 
11, 12. And when he and all the Apoſtles ſo much mh 
Believers to reoyce in ſuch Sufferings for Chriſt, is it like he 
would here tell men how he prayed againſt it ? | : 


-. And asto the Reaſons for the contrary ſenſe, Ps : 


1. VVicked men are called Thorns as hurtful, and fo are 
other hurting things. Chriſt had a Crown of Thorns. on, his 
head, 7ob. 19. 5. and Paul muſy feel one in his Fleſh. Fob 41. 2. 
Prov. 26. 9. & 22. 5, _ 6. & 9.6. Any CITY 
likencd to Thorns. 7 


2. And Satan is in Scripture all meticard 4s ' Gods 
Executioners- even in tiying his Childten, It was into his 
hands that Fob _ put : Hurting work is fitteſt for-an evil and 
deſtroying Angel. He would fift the A us Fenn as wheat, by 
outward affrig nM as well as inward.” ermpring. | However 


Sering it was. | | 
: 3 Y 2 S: 4 1 


Opſerv. lo. ” Theme in the Fleſh is one of God: 
mpears to ke the bef Huy ting overnmobs exalted. FE 


You have heard that the bel may need i it ; 


And the Flefs hath fo:much hand i in-oux fin, that it vl 
to bear ics part of ſuffering, | 


2. And itisthe moſt ignoble part and PROPER its thier: 
.” ing hath leſs of hurt, and leſs to {ignifie Gods diſpleafurxe. Soul 
fufferingsare the ſore ſafſeri Sndit is the Soul that is.the 
chief cy var; Dutics, and. therefore where it is: ſpared we 
arcleat diabted —_ Gods Ry and. our Communion with 


him +4124 ” 
Js And the nearneſs of of Boy and Soul is | fuck, that Gol 
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. ean- uſe the Body to. keep the Soul in a humble, and a ſafe 
Condition, | 


Uſe. Miſtake not the Nature and meaning of the Fleſh?s 
fufferings. Grudge not at God, if he exercife thus his greateft 
Saints : V Vonder not if the beſt men. have ſharp perſecutions, 
pinching wants, and painfal-ſicknefs, © a Jong and ſharp-tor- 
menting ſtone, or other ſuch like [Thorn in the Fleſh. 


1. It is but the Fleſh ; in our Brutiſh part; common'to 
Beaſts: If Fleſt muſt dieand rot} why may it. not firft feel the 
orn. VET a W4 ET TO | 


. 2. VVegrudged not at that health and youth and eaſe and 
pleaſure of it, which'was the dariger and temptation to the 
Soul, why then ſhould we grudge at the pain which tendeth 
to our Cure. I» - EP | | 


'3. 1f you feel nat the need of ſuffering, you know not your 
ſelves : Did you know _ Pride, and overmuch Love of 
Fleſh and Eafe, you would ſay that Pain is a Phyſick which 
you need, were it but to help on your willingneſs todie. 


4+ Pain here depriveth us of none of our true Felicity 5 it 
bindereth not Gods Toveto us; it keeps us not from Heaven : 
Lazarus was in a fairer way than Dives. It takes nothing 
from us, but what we Covenantcd ta forſake for Chriſt. 


. 5. Da we not find that we are better when we ſuffer than 
when we are high ? Were Religious People better when-Vi- 
Qories and Succeſſes did lift them up than. they- have been in 
theirfufferipgs, Did they live then more humbly, peaceably and 
heavenly 7” - | I On, "Tt ou 

6. The Thorz will ſoon be taken out ; Fleſh will aot endure 
long and therefore this pain will not be long; a fey» more pain,. 
fal Nights and Days, and the Porter which.we fear, will break 
open our Priſon Doars, and-end theſe weary grievous ſuffer- - 
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- Uſe. 2. And think not the Thorn is a mark that ſuch are 


worſe.than others. Paul was not worſe ; and ſhall we Cen- 
ſure ſuch as he. | 


Uſe. 3. But let vs all know the uſe of ſuffering, what cure. 
hath this Medicine wrought ? Bleſſed be our wiſe and gracious 
Phyſician, we find it a powerful though unpleaſant Remedy. 
It keepeth Lazarw from the fins of Dives ; from living a 
worldly ſenſbal Life ; and loving the proſperity of the fleſh 
inſtead of heavenly true felicity : It keepeth us from a beaſtly 
living to our appetites and luſt z which would divert and 
deprave the ſpiritual appetite : lt keepeth us from being de= 
kuced by worldly flatteries, and Tooking for a portion in this 
Life, and laying up a-Treaſure on Earth, and from growing 
ſenſleſs and impenitent in Sin. It awakeneth the Soul to ſeri- 
ous expetations of Eternity, and keepeth us as within: the 
ſght or hearing of another World, and tells us to the quick. 
that we muſt make ready to Die, and to be judged, and that 
we have much more to do with God than with man, and for 
Heaven than Earth; It taketh down Pride, and all exceſhve- 
reſpe&ts to humane approbation, and keeping us till in the. 
ſight of the Grave, doth tell us what mans body is, ors ſola 
fatetur,, Quantula ſunt hominum Corguſcula, Jov. What faith- 
ful Soul that hath been bred up in the School of afflitions. 
doth not by experience ſay that it was good for him? How 
Dull, how Proud, how worldly might we. elſe, have been, 
and trifled away our Tives in ſfoth and vanity.. rg 

And it is not for nothing that our Thorns (or Nailes) in the: 
Fleſh are kin to the Nailes that pierced our Savious on the 
Croſs, and that we tread in: his ſteps, and as Creſs-beaters are 
thus far conformable to his ſafferings. FER 

'Be patient than under the Pain, and. careful to improve it; 
and'thankful for the. Profit. And let. not the Soul t0o--mucke 
condole the fleſh, as if it had not at hand a better Habitation 
and Mtereſt. It:is but this /;ls bedy, Fhil. 3. 19. lent us for 
a little time, as our Clothes till Night, or as our Horſe in a 
Journey 3 when we have done with them, be content of Gods 
feparation;; and till then. let us not take our Corrector for our 
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Enemy. I proan'too much, Lord, T complain too much, I 
fear toomuch - but my Soul doth acknowledge the Juſtice and 
Love and Wiſdom of thy dealings, and looketh that this 
Thorn ſhould bring-forth-ſweet and happy fruit, .and that all 
the Nailes of my Croſs being ſanQiified | the blood, of my 
Crucified Redeemer ſhould tend to make me partaker of thy 
Holineſs. "4 1 | 

But who put this Thorn .int9 Pauls Fleſh? It was one of 
Satans Meſſengers, + ES | 


Obſerv. 11. The ſufferings of the holieft perſons tn 
the. fleſh, may be the buffcttings of a Meſſenger of Satan. 


No wonder ! He that hath got ſomewhat of his own in us all, 
defifing us with fin, if he alſo may anfwerably be permitted to 
affi& us: He poſſefſed many.in Chriſts time, and it was De- 
vits that made them'dumb, and deaf, and mad ; whom Chrift 
at 'once delivered from Devils and Difeaſes. He, is called the 
Accuſer and deſtoyer, 'and he that had the power of Death, 
Heb. 2. 14. whom Chrift'by Death and ReſurreQion Con- 
quered, Chriſt calleth his healing the Palſie man, the forgiv- 
ing of his ſix, .and Tames ſaith, upon Prayer and Anointingy 
the ſick fhauld be heated, and his ſins forg:ven, And for the 
Cauſe of fin; many Chriſtians were ſick,and . weak, and many 
Fallen. aſteep. 1 cannot, fay that Good Angels may not hurt 
men,” ant execute Gods Judgments; but Scripture makettr 


evil ones his ordinary Executioners. 

 'Uſs. Therefore it is noproof that a man is not a Child of 
God, thonghthe Devil-have permiffron to- Torment his Fleſh, 
Rev. 2.. 10. The Devil ſbali caſt forme of 'you imto Priſon.  * 
- Pleaſe.God, and Satan hath no-Power-; and Chrift will take 
wake out the Thorn ere long, which Satan is permitted to 
Put irs. YT - 1533 .* bs $16 103 
But how doth Paw endure the Thorn ? He prayeth that is 
might depart from: him. ; 


| Obſerv. 12: The beft mew are ſoufble of the ſuffering 
afyhe Fleſh, «and may pray God to take it from them. 


Grace -* 
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_ ' Grace- doth not make the Fleſh .inſenfible;. Nor ſeparate / 
the Soul from it, though it. ſet us above itz .nor make us: 
deſpiſe it, though it ſhew us a higher Intereſt and. better Has - 
biration, and teach us to bear the Croſs, and' reſign: the Body 
to the Will of God. A Godly man may groan under his 
Pain, and take it as a frnit of ſin, and an a& of the Chaſtrzing. 
Juſtice 'of an offended: Father, arid pray again{t 'it as hurtfuf, 
though not as a Remedy.” They that ignorantly diſpute that 
becauſe, Chriſt hath ſuffered. all our Punifhment; therefore 
there is no Penal hurt in-Pain or Death, confate*themfelves 
if they complain under it, or pray againft it,- or deſire ſuch 
Prayers from the Church or any. Yea, one uſe of the Thorn 
is t9 awaken and quicken us to Prayer : Like 7ones's Storm. 


Uſe. Go then to God in-all- afflition, but. not with carnal 
diſcouraged hearts. He: maketh. you thus; fecl the;,need. of 
his Mercy, that you.may with the Pradigal think of home 
and . cry for. Mercy, and abuſe it no- more. Chriſt did-not- 
blame the blind and lame for crying outi,Feſu,ghon Sor of David 
have mercy on #8. Nor the Canaanite V Voman for begging: 
for the Crums;. is any afflicted. let \hinv pray, and ſend for. 
the Elders Prayers. The Thorn in the Fleſh» will make us. 
feet; and feeling:will- teach us to repent and: pray;.: and pray 
er is the means of 'hope' for the deliverance of Body and: 
Soul, ' Grace maketh us not ſtupid, yet there are. fome that - 

think a man behaveth not hi like a Belejver if he cry and. 
pray that the Thorn may depart ' What think they of Ds. 
vid, in Pſal. 6..and 17. and $88. And many more ? What - 
think they of Chriſt that prayed, that if poſſible the Cup» 
might paſſe by him. He did it to ſhew that even innocent na-- 
tre is averſe to ſiffering, and death through Grace makes us - 
ſubmit to the Will of God ; (we continue men when we are 
Beleivers, we* muſt mourn with then that mourn; and' yet : 
not love others better than our ſelves ; hor feel their Thorns : 
more ſenſibly than our own. V'Ve muſt neither deſpiſe cha- 
ſtenings, nor faint. | <5 

But how doth Pal pray ? Doth lie make any'great matter of ; 
of his thiornes, "Fs beſought the Lord thricez that it might:de-- 


Mt. Md 
A Obſerv: . 


DEER, - 
Obſerv. 13. Ezer earneſt and oft Prayer i ſuitable 


to-ſharp Affliions. * 


\ There is a kind. of Devils,and ſoof Satans rhornes,which go 
not out but by faſting and prayer, nondt by Chriſts own Apo- 
ftles. Theſenfe and means muſt be ſuited to the malady. God 
can do. it upon; one, prayer, or upon none, but we are not fo 
calily fired to receive it. » 

And Paulin this alſo is conformed to. Chriſt, who in his 
Agony pray?d thrice againſt his Cup, though with ſubmiſ- 

Ns. | | < ; : 
Uſe. 1. You ſee here that the Apoſtles gift of healing, 
was not'to be uſed at'their own will, nor for their own fleth, 
that it-might not-ſtiffer but for the confirmation of the Faith, 
when i'pleaſed the Holy Spirit.” Troplainus and Epaphroditus 
might be ſick} and Timthy need alittle V Vine with his V Va- 
ter, though Paxt had 'thegift of healing. WER: 


. ' Uſe. 2. Olet our pains drive us all to God, who hath not 
ſome ? Sickneſſes are all abroad, what houſe, how few per- 
ſons have: not ſome; and yet is there a Prayerleſs houſe, -or 
perſon ? If Faith have not tavght you-to ;pray as Chriſtians, 
methinks feeling ſhould teach you to pray as men ? I ſay not 
that prayer muſt ſhat out Food and Phyſick, but Food: aud 
_— will not do, if prayer prevail 'not with the Lord of 
nll. -* | 


Uſe. 3. And think not thrice or continued praying to be 
too much, or rhat .importunity is in vain, ' Zak. 18. 1: Chriſt 
ſpake a Pat ableto this end, that men ought always to pray and net 
wax faint. V Vhether God deliver us.,or not, prayer is not 
loſt, it is a good poſture for God to find us in, we may get 
better if we get not what we ask. Obey and Pray, and Truſt 
Gen =; 

But what anſwer doth the' Lord give to Pauls thrice pray- 
ing: 'He ſaid, My grace i ſufficient for thee, and my ſtrength us 
manifeſted in weakneſs. DES pt og 


1. It 


—þ - 


(23) | 

1. It was not a promiſe that the chorz ſhould depart. 
.- 2, It ſeems to be rather a denial at the prcſent, and that Payl 
muſt not -be yet cured of his thorn 3 for it is call«d a weakyeſs 
that muſt' continue for the manifeſting of Gods ſtrength : and 
what was the ſufficiency of grace and ſtrength for, but to-<ndure 
and improve the thorn ? | | 

3. Bur this promiſed grace and ſtrength is better than that 
which was deſired. 


'Obſ. 14. Even oft and earneſt prayer of the greateſt Saint, for 
deliverance from bodily pains, may not be granted in the kind, or 
thing deſired. 


For, 1. we are not Lords, but beggars, and muſt leave the iſſue 
to the donor. And God hath higher ends to accompliſh, than 
our eaſe' or deliverance. ' It*s mect that. he ſhould: firſt fir all his 
ations to his own will and glory, and next to the good of many, 
and to his publick works in'the World'; and then to look at our 
intereſt next, | | 7 

2, And we areutterly unmeet judges of matter, manner, time 
or meaſure what God ſhou'd give us for the body, and how much, 
and how, and when, When ſhould we be ſick, or pained,.or perſe- 
cuted, ordye, if all our prayers muſt be abſolutely granted. We 
know not how much'better God'is preparing us ſor by pain, and 
bringing 'us to by diſmal death. He will not keep us from grace 
and glory becauſe our fleſh is loth to ſuffer, and to die, _ 

3. And in this Pal alſo was conformed to Chriſt: He was heard 
in the thing that he fcared, -when in his agony he prayed with 
ſtrong cryes : but it was not. by the removing of the bitter cup z 
but by divin? ſtrength and acccptance: And fo it is with Paul, 
ſufficient grace and ſtrength to-bear, is the thing promiſed, 


UVjJe 1. We ſee then that they are miſtaken that think Chriſts 
promiſe of giving believers whatever they ask, will prove him a 
breaker of his promiſe, if the ſtrongc believer receive not all that 
he asketh for the body. Was not Paxl a ſtrong believer? All that 
God hath promiſed, and we are fit to receive, God will be ſure to 
g1Ve. - | Ln | TY 

2, Let nat unbelicf get advantage by Gods not -granting ſuch 

D prayers 


- 


( 34.) 
prayers for the body: Say not, Why theo is it my, duty to pray? - 
t. You know not b:fore-hand but God may give it. Poſſibility 
bids you beg. 2. Why did Chriſt pray again his Cup ?_-z. You 
loſe not prayet : you draw nearer God : you excrcile repentance 
and deſire : you fignifie your dependance : you are prepared for 
muck greater gifts. 


Obſ. 15. When God will not take the thorz out of our fleſh, and . 
deliver us when we pray, from bodily ſufferings, he will be ſure to do . 
bereey fer prepared perſons, even tg give them bis ſufficient grace, and 
*Ranifeſt bis ftrength in their pain and weakneſs. | 


It is not for want of Lewe-or Power that he lets us tumble on our 
b:ds in pain, or lie under flanderers or perſecutors rage, He that. 
with a word could make the World, with a word can fave us from 
all this. But if we ſuffer not, how ſball fuffering-graces be cxer- 
cifed, faith, patience, ſelf-denial, and hape ? ls nor grace better .. 
than eaſe or life * How ſhall we get the benefit of ſuffering, if we 
feel it not ? How ſhall grace and divine ſtrength be manifeſted to - 
our {clves and others? - | 

Queſt. What # it_that Grace 1s ſufficient for-? | 

Anfſ. 1, Not to fet us up above the ſrailties of -humanity and 
mortality z nor to raife us to the joy, that ſouls in heaven have. 
2. Not to every onealike, but in our ſeveral meaſures; fome fear 
Painand death more than others : fome have greater paticnce and _ 
joy, and long to depart and be. with Chriſt. - 

But ro all the faithful it ſhall ſuffice, 1. To keep them from re- 
voting from Chriſt, and repenting of their choice and hope. 2. To- 
fave theth frem charging God fooliſhly, as if he did them wrong, 
3- Tt ſhall keep them from-- damning deſpair. , Wh.n vatan ſift» 
eth them, Chriſts interceſſion ſhal{ keep their faith troin failing ; 
Grace fſhall-humble them, and ſave them trom fn, aid rhe fleſh - 
atid world : they fall caſt foul and body upor Chritt, and truſt 
him in hope in their ſeveral degrees. And tho(e that have been 
more delieving,. heavenly and fruitful than the g<it, are likeſt to 
_ the.-greateſt. peace and-comfort, clpecially in their greateſt 

Queſt. And. hows Gods ftrength manifeſted in our weakneſs ? 

£5. x. Ut &'twittiifelted 20 vrr ſelves, by keeping us from fin, 


- 
. 


and. i 


CHF - - | 
"and ſinking into defpairy and enabling us to bear, nd truſt, and 
_ wait, and uſually in the peace or joy of hope; We know we are 
inlufficient for this our ſelyes ; When fleſh and beart,as natural, fail 
us, Gad is the ſtrength of aur hearts, and our portion for ever, Pal. 
'73-26. We do not thiak oft before that ever we can bear and over- 
come, as grace enableth us. | ; | 
2- Andit's manifeſt oft to others, who ſhall ſee that power of 
grace in the ſufferings of believers, which they did not ſee in their 
n proiperity. | 


Ve. 1. Let not then our own weaknels and infufficiency tody 
much diftreſs us with fears of ſuffering and death z yea, when we 
,. feel the thorn, let us not forget our help and frenge, By Grace 
" heres meant, the loving and merciful belp of God, e $8] in 
© us the inward ſtrength by which we may not only bear,but impr 
the ſufferings of the fleſh. This body was not made tg be here in« 
' corTuptible or immortal z we were born in fin, and therefore born 
to pain and death, We have lived in fin, and no wonder if we live 
In forrow : but the ſufferings of our Redeemer have ſanRified our 
{ifferings. The Croſs is not now ſuch a curſed thing, as guitt had 
made it. He took our ſuffering-fleſh and blood, that he $5 it 
deſtroy by death, the devil that had the power of death, and deli- 
vcr us who by the fear of death, were all our life-time ſubje& to 
"bondage, Heb. 2. 14. Our pain prepareth us fox endleſs p eaſures, 
and our ſorrows for our Maſters joy. When we have ſuffered with 


him, we ſhall reign with him : He liveth, ard we ſhall live by him : 


"He is riſen, and we ſhall riſe by him ; He is in Glory, and we muſt 
be with him. Rp 
In the mean time his Graceis ſufficient for os,” not'only.in health 
and eaſe, but. in.all our pain and fitkneſs : He is not {6 ynsKilful-or 
unkind, as to give are to his own, which ſhaltdo them 
more harm than good. Though it be grievous at thepreſnt, "it 
brings forth the quieting-fruit of righteouſneſs :* but"Fe uſt firſt 
be exerciſed therein. Let vs not'then' be his impatient patients: 
Grace can ſupport us and overcome. Mep arenot ſutlictent : Our 
-Wit, opr:power,vur worthineſs are not ſufficient : Hut God? SE are 
is ſufficient: 1feaſe and life had been better than Grace and G oh 
we-might have had them: But God. giveth us beteer than fle 
would chuſe. Though-the body be weak, the head weak the me- 


# o 


(26) 
mory weak, the ſtomack weak, and all weak, yet God is ſtrong, 
and is ſtrength will ſupport us, _— us tafe to our journeys 
end. Lazarus lay among dogs in weaknels at the rich mans doors, 
but the Angels convey'd him in ſtrength to Abrahams boſom. We 
muſt lie, and languiſh, and groan in weakneſs, but Omnipotence is 
engaged for us : We mult Cie in weakneſs, but w-ſhall be raifed in 
power, by him who will chang. thele vile bodies, and make them 


like to his glorious body, by the power by which he can ſubdue alt 
things to himſclf, Phil. 3. 20, 21. Let us therefore /ift up the hands 


that hang down, and the feeble knees, Heb. 12. 12- Looking to Je- 
ſus the Author and finiſher of our ſaith, who for the joy that was 
{ct before him, endured the Crols. | 
And let us beg more for divine grace and ſtrength, than for the 
departing of the thorn. Grace is better than eafe and health. If 
the ſoul be our noblcr part than the body, the health of it is more 
deſirable. Bodily eafe is common to bruits and wicked men : 
ſtrength of Grace is proper to Saints : Eafe and health in this life 
are ſhort ; but Holinets wilt be everlaſting. Health fits us for fleſh- 
ly pleaſure, but Holineſs for Communion: with God. O pray not 
carnally , for the fleſh more than for the ſpirit, for carth more 
than for heaven. Pray, that while the outward man is periſhing, 
the inward man may be renewed day by day z and that our light 
afflitions, which are but for a moment, may work for us an exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory, while we look not at the temporal 
things which are ſeen, but at the eternal things, which are unſeen to 
us, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17, 18. Why ſhould we grudgat any ſuffcringe, 
which are for the glory of Gods grace and ſtrength; As Chrift 


faid of Lazarus, This ſickneſs is not unto death (that is, the end of 


it is not to end his life, though he dye) but that the glory of God 
may be revealed. So pain and death are not Gods:ends, but the 
manifcſting of his grace and ſtrength. | 
But, alas, it is not only the freſh thiat is weak, but Grace it ſelf, 
(as it is in us, though not as it is in God and of God); nor is it 
fleſh only that hath the chorz, but the beart or conſcience alſo hath 
its part, The ſpirit of a man- (if ſound and well) will ſuſtain (his 
bodily) infirmities : But 4 wounded ſpirit who'can bear ? If faith 
were not weak., if hope, and love, and deſire were not weak, the 
weakneſs of the body might well be born. If fin and guilt. were 
no. wound or. thorn in the ſoul and conſcience, we could be more 
in. 


- 
. 
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indifferent-as to-the fleſh, and almoſt as quicily bear our awn. pain 
and death,agour neigh bours., Though: it's hard to ſay is Tertallian 

-Nihsl rus ſentitau nerya, cym auinus eſt in; clo; yet our content 

and; joy wovld.overcome the cvil of qur tuffering,. Bot, alas, when 
foul and body,mult. be both ar once; lamented, 99 this, is hard- 
ly born! Lord ! ſeeing it is thy ufficient Grace, and not my bo- 
dily eaſe which | muſt truſt to, and; my weakneſs muſt maniteſt thy 
ſtrength : O let not Grace alfo be jn:me inlufhciept. and weak 1-0 
ler not-Faith be weak,: nor Hope, nor Love, nox Heavenly deſires 
and foretaſts be weak } Nor. Patience and:Obedience weak ! Head 
is weak, and heart is weak 5 but if Faith alſo be weak, what ſhall 
ſvpport us: Atleaſt let it be anfeigned and effeftual, and attain its 
end, and never fail. Fleſh is failing, and health (as to its proper 
ſtrength ) is failing. But be thou my God, the ſtrength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever.. And what ever thorn tlie 
fleſh muſt feel, yet let me finiſh my courfe with joy. Amen. 


I have run over many things in a Text o ſuitable; -that Tecould 
no, well ſpare any of them. Thoſe thay well .knew our ,Deceaſed 
friend, wall ſay that except Pauls <x:raordinzry rapture, and Apo- 
ſolical priviledges, in Pals caſe I have been deſcribing his. 

I come not-to gratifie the intereſt of any of his Relations, to 
ſpeak to you according to cuſtom of a fkranger whom I Wiew not ; 

-but for the honour, of Gods grace, and our own edification, to 
tell, you what | knew by my; moſtfairhful;ant familiar friend. It is 
almoſt forty years: ſince I heard him'preagh'iq,.the City of Glou- 
ceſter ; there was his enterance, and therche lixed (under a Papiſt 
Biſhop of the Proteſtant Church, Godfry Goodman, as his laſtTe- 
ſtament iq,Print profeſſed) there he abode/Curing the Civil Wars, 
and wrote.the Hiſtory of what happeped there, Fe was after rt- 
moved to the City of Chicheſter, and from thenc to Bramſbot in 
. Hamhire,and filenced with the reſt, he'was caſt out,where he con- 
tinued till 1662,. He lived peaceably. in London without gathering 
any Aﬀembly for publick Preaching. Dwelling in Torteridg with 
Alderman Web, his great. love drew-him there, to remove to me, 
with whom a whi'e he took up his habitation. In all the tmie that: 
he was with me, I remember not that ever we differed once in any 
point of DoQrine, Worlhip, or Government Eccleſiaſtical or Ci- 
vil, or.that ever we had one diſpleafing word, = 
e- 


J, 


-.him thither, though they | 
- before, with whom' he joined-with love and” concord. God 


' have-much i 


(28) | 
- The Kings Licenſes encouraged his old flock at Chiceffor to invite 
the help of another: Nomconformilt 


years aMiKed him with the diſeaſe that wayhis death z while the 


-.-pain was tolerable to nature, he endured it, and ceafed not Preath- 


ing till a fortnight Before-he. was carried -vp to Loxdon to have 

been cut, But before that could be done,in about a fortnight more 
hedied. This is the ſhort Hiſtory of his courſe. 2ST 220 

But I will next. give you his true CharaRter, and then: tell you 


how like his caſe was to-Paxls here in my-Text, and then- tell you 


to what uſe 1 doall this 


I. He wasamanſo blameleſs in all his Converſation; that I may 
ſay as 1 did here lately of another (Alderman cLſb«rſt) that I ne- 


- ver heard one perſon accuſe or blame him, except for Nonconfor- 


mity, and that difference from othersin theſe divided times; which 


* kis Book expreſſes. < Of which more-anon. 


Tl-.-Were it not thatI have ſaid we-never differed; and ſo'made 


- my ſelf an incompetent Judg, I fhould have ſaid that I thought him 
--a man of great clearneſs and ſoundneſs in Religion, much by: the 


. adyantage of the calmneſs and conſiderateneſs of his mind. | 


-: "TI, "He was of ſo great moderation and love of peace, that he 
| hated all thatwas againſt it, and would have done any' thing 'for 
-concord in the Church, excepr finning againſt God, and hazard- 


ng Salvation. In the matter of the five'Articles, or Arminani/m, 


he went the reconcilingway, and I have ſeen a Covmpendinm of his 


: thoughts in a Nanuſferjpt, which is but the ſame with-what I have 


AMelivered.in my Cath. Theol.)but better fittedto Readers thatmuſt 
n a few words, > bp gs 

- He coniftantly"at Totteridg joined in-all the Worſhip with the 
<Publick Afeoibly, and h2d nv 


no further from any Churches or Chriftians than they force us, or 
then they go from Chriſt. He then Preached only to ſuch Neigh- 


\bours as.came into the houſe between the times of the Publick 


Worſhip. He-was for loving and doing good to all, and living 
peaccably with.all as far as was in his power. 'Something in Epsco- 
; pacy, 


finfut ſeparating Principles.' He was | 
- for Catholick*Union, and 'Communion of Saints, and for -going 
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, Presbytery, and Independency, he liked, and ſome things he” * 
Aid tin "i, ws with all ſorts lived in love gnd peace, that did 
ſeek the furtherance of mens Salvation. Many parts of Conformi- 
ty-he-could have yielded to, but not to.all, notbing lefs than all 
would fſatisfie. hf | 


IV. In all he was true to his Conſcience, and warpt not for a 
parties intereſt or fa&ion, If all the Nonconformiſts in England had 
refuſed, he would have conformed alone, if the =o had been 
reduced to what he thought lawful. And he Rtudied that with 


great impartiality. - 


V. He managed his Miniſtry with faithfulneſs and prudence : 
He took it for heinous Sacriledg to alienate himſelf from the Sa- 
cred office to which he was devoted, though men forbad it him- 
But he thought not the fame-circumſtances of Miniftration ne- 
ceſſary to all times and places: He wasnot for open preaching to- 
great numbers, - when it was like by-accident to do more hurt | 
than good : Nar yet for forbearing it, when it was like-to do more 
good than hurt. He fpared not his fleſh, but held 'on from year 
to+year under his great painof the Stone in the bladder, till with- 
in a month before he dyed. Much lefs would the prohibition of 
any reftrain. him, to-whom God gave no- ſuch : forbidding- 


power. 


VI. He ſerved God with felf-denial -not- with any ſelfiſh or 
worldly deſigns : He never: lookt--after preferment-or-riches, or 
any great matters.in the world ; He-had daily bread, and was- 
therewith content. - | | 


. 'VH. He. ſuffered-his- partin our; commos lot 1662. Aug..22. 
( ejeRted and ſilenced with about 25600 more) with as little mur- 
murring as any man' that I -knew-: I never heard him diſhonour 
the King, nor ſpeak much againſ. thoſe, by- whom. he. ſuffered, 
or rip'up their faules, unleſs 2 rare and. necefaty ſelf-defence be 
called an accufing -them. --I'never heard him & much as eomplain - 
how much Church-maintenance he was deprived of, nor of the 
difficulties. of his low.dejeeed caſe. -.. 5. 


VII, He: | | 


(39) 

VIII. He was a great hater of that baſe-pride and envy, which 
poli:ſſeth too many of the ſacred office, who grudgafothers beiptes. 
ferred before them and if the people go from them-ro: others for: 
their greater edification, and think themſelves wronged if they be 
not followed and applauded, either above, or equal with mdre.wor- 
thy men : He was very careful to preſerve the reputation of his bre- 
thren, and. rejoyced in the ſucceſs of their labours, as well as'of 
his own ,” and a moſt careful avoider of all diviſions, contentions; 
or. cffences. Ang he jwas'very free' in' acknowledging: by, whom 
he profited, and preferritts others before himſelt. ©2 255Ub%41 


IX. He was very much in the ſtudy of his own heart, by trick 
examination, as his Cabinet-papers, whica may come t5 lighi, 


make known, as I had alſo occaſion otherwiſe to know. 


RX. By this 'examination he'was confidently aſſured of his owni 
ſincerity in the true love of Got, and of holinefs for it felf, and 
ſuch-like evidences which he wrote down, renewing his examina» 
tio as occaſion required ;” And though h&had known what it was 
to be tempted to doubt of the life to come , he was fully fetled a- 
gainſt all ſuch doubts and temptations. TT 


XI. But though he had a ſetled aſſurance both of: the truth 
of the Goſpe!, and the life to come, and of his owa fatisfaQtion 
and ſincerity : yet ſo lively were his apprehenſions of the great- 
nels of his approaching change, and the weight of an everlaſting 

ate, and what it is to enter upon another world, that he was 
not without ſuch fears, as in our frail condition here, poor mor- 
tals that are near death arelyable to. And indeed fear fignifieth 
a belief of the word of God, and the life to come, much more than 
dull inſenſibility : Butrhe ſighified his belief:botb' by? fearand 
hope, and fron affiralice*> "0 0o 1s bot 
' Xl, He had'the comfort of ſenſible growth-in grace; He eaſi- 
ly perceived a notableintreaſevof his faith, and: holineſs, and hea- 
venline(s, and humility, afnid-contempt of worldly: vanity, :«ſpeci- 
ally of late Years, *4nid under his -afflition,” as the! ſruidof: Gads 
correRing-rod. - 2 033992 Fo! ed To conrom 
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\ T have trvly given you the d&ription of the'man, actardin 

. to my familiar knowledge. I ſhall yer review the fimilitude © 
his caſe with this of Pau deſcribed in my Text. 


. I, Paul was acculed by envious, contentious Teachers : And fo 


was he; Though I never heard any one perſon elle” ſpeak evil of 


him as'is ſaid, They that upbraided not Pax! with his former 

erſecution, nor had any crime to charge him with, yet accuſed 

is Miniſtry : As they (aid of Daniel, We ſhall find no fault againſt 
bim, except it be concerning the law of his God, His Preaching and 
Writings, though all for peace, were the matter ot his accuſations : 
The Biſhop blamed him for Preaching, even when .the King had 
licenſed him : And a nameleſs Writer publiſhed a bloody InveRtive 
againſt his Pacificatory-book, called The Intereſt of England, as if 
it had been written to raife a War. The enemies of Peace were his 
enemies. 

Il. He took boaſting to be incxpedient, as Paul did : And when 
he was ſilenced as unworthy to be ſuffered in the Miniſtry, he once 
offered a modeſt defence to the Biſhop, and wrote a ſhort-and 
peaceable account of his judgment about the fin of Schiſm, in his 
own Vindication, | | 

1Iſ,. He had ( though not the Extafie of Paexl, yet) great 
on of things Divine and Heavenly to have been the matter 
(0) IS ory, ; 

IV. OY. heavenly Paradiſe was the place of his hopes, where 
he daily ſtudied to lay up his treafure, which had his chieſeſt 
thoughts and care. 

V. He found by experience that an immortal ſoul: is net ſv 
tycd to this body of fleſh, but that it can ger above it, and all irs 
intereſt and pleaſure, and live on the hopes of unſeen glory. _ 

VI. As he knew the incapacity of mortals, to have formal 
and adequate conceptions of the ſtate of the heavenly Paradiſe and 
ſeparated foulsz ſo he ſubmitted to Gods-concealing Wil, and 
lived on the meaſure of Goſpel-revelation. | | 

- VII. He knew the danger of being exafred above meaſure, by 
occaſion of holyKaowledge 3 and how apt man is to be {o puffed 


up. | 
VIII. God himſelf ſaved him from that danger, by his hum- 


bling wholeſome ſhaxper remedy. | 
| E IX, A 


— 
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IX. A Fhern in the fleſh was Gods remedy to keep him in a 
ſerious humbleframe ; Threq great Stones were found in his blad- 
der, and one ſmall-one, in a corrupted Kidney :. And how pain- 
ful , thorn thele were for many years, it is cafje to conje- 
EXUTe. + wad) fo hnonioung: UIELICHA bras Y y 
{\X. -Satan--was permitted to try kim as Feb, not only by the 
-pain "of his fleſh. but- alſo by reproaches, as afcreſaid., and b: 
caſting him .ourt-of- his-Miniltry, as unworthy to preach the Gof. 
p<l of Chriſt,. unleſs he, would ſay, {wear, and do alt that was by 
men-impaſed,-and the reſt of thoſe affliftions which are containcd 
.in luch an ejeRed, impoveriſhed, calumniated tate}, are' de- 
 ſcribediin the late and former experience of many ſuch. *_ | 
XI. Though | never heard him pray againſt poverty or reproach, 
yet for the liberty ot his Miniſtry he did, that he might preach 
that Goſpel of Salvation. And pain forced him to have recourſe 
to God tor deliverance from the thory in his fleſh, And if Chrift 
and P-wl prayed. thrice with earneſtneſs, no wonder if continued 
-Pain_made him continue his ſuit to God,  * y 
-.., Xi. As Chriſt was heard in the thing which he feared, and 
.yet. maſt drink that.cup: and Paul inſtead of the departing of the 
one, was promiſed ſufficient grace, and the manifeſting of God 
freneth in t;is pain and weakaels 3. fo it pleaſed not God to take 
away the Thorn from our dear Brothers fleſh, 'hut he did better 
for hin, and gave him his (upporting help, and ar\increaſe of grace, 
and ſhewed his owa ſtrength:in all his-weakneſs ; and alfo haſten- 
ed his final deliverance, beyond expeRation. I 


And now he is palt zll, at reſt with Chriſt, and all the bleſſed: 
We ſee not them, but they {re God, and God'feeth us, and is 
preparing us for the ſame felicity : And if it be by the ſame. means, 
and we muſt bear the Croſs, and feel” the Thorn, it will be whole- 
ſome and ſhort, and good is the will and work of God. Lord, 
let me not account caſe, honour or Tife dear to me, that I may 
finiſh my courſe with joy, and the Miniſtry recrived'of the Lord, 
and came in ſeaſon and peace to thee. | 


And is not this Providence of God, and this example of our 
deceaſed. frignd of uſe.to us ?. Yes, no doubt of manifold uſe+ 


Þ, | | I; 
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[. It is of "great uſe to all the Lind, to good and- bad, to ob- 
ſerve Gods 'threatning in the removal of his ſervants: O how 


many excellent Chriſtians and faithſul. Miniſters of Chriſt, have 
been taken hence within 'a few months: The ſame week we hear 


of four or five more beſtdes our brother , and ſome of them the 
moſt excellent uſeful men. And is it not time, 1. To repent of 
our neglect of {uch helps as God is now removing? 2 And to be 
preſently awakened to uſe them better before; the reſt be taken 
away ? Alas, .poor Souls, what a cale-are, you ing if you dye,, or 
the word be taken from you, before you are:regenerated and pre- 
pared for a better life! It is not fo.much their loG and hurt as 
yours, which Satan' endeavoureth/ in Glencing fo many hundred 
ſuch : And it-is your heavy. puniſhment more than theirs, which 
God infligteth by their death. O ſpeedily repent, before thar 
death have ſtopti the! mouths which call'd you to repentance. 
' And it ſhould awaken the beſt to prepare for death, and for pub- 
lick ſuffering : It ſe:ms there is ſoine great evil ro come when God 
thus takes away- the beſt. Yea, if it ſhould be a forerunner of a 
better ſtate, yet all ſave two of the old ſtock that diſhonoured 
God in the Wildernels muſt tall, and it was by bloody Wars (a 


dreadful means) that Foſhua and the new generation were to | 


poſſeſs the Land of promile. 


Il. It is of uſe to us unworthy Miniſters of Chriſt who yet 
furvive. 1+ It calleth-loudly ro us to work while it is day, for 
our night is near when we cannot work: Death wiil ſhortly 
ſilence us all more effeQually, than men have done. Do Gods 
work prudently, do it patiently, peaceably, and in-as much con- 
cord and true'obedience as you can ;.'But be {ure youdo it, whoe- 
ver forbid it, or be.againft it, as long, as God or your ſelves have 
not rendered you uncapable. . Whatever filencers ſay againſt it, 
Neceflity is upon you : God calls for it: Souls call for it : The 
charge is dreadful, 2 Tz. 4- 1,2, your Vows call for it : Satans 
malice, and the number of- Soul-betrayers and murderers muſt 
provoke you : our time is ſhort : Souls are precious : Chrift the 
chief ſhepherd dearly purchaſed them, and will judge you accord- 


ing to your works: It will not juſtifie your negle& to ſay, Men. 


forbad me : Sufferings were prepared for me : Biſhops and famous 
Divines wrote learned Books to prove that preaching was to = a 
SI E 2 | 18, 
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ſin,. and® that I* was bound to forbear it when forbidden,- 
2, And it telteth-us that we as well as others muſt -prepare for 
the ſharpeſt tryals from God. No thorn in the fleſh ſo ſharp and: 
painful, which we may not feel. No death fo violent or ſudden but. 
we may undergo. Love and hatred are not known by outward 
events, proſperity or adverſity. A great difference Solomon ac- 
knowledgerh” between the good and the bad, the righteous and 
wicked, him' that ſacrificeth (or worſhippzth God) and him that. 
doth not ; him that ſweareth (perjuriouſly or prophanely), and 
him that feareth ({uchY an Oath : ſome are loved of God, and 
ſome are hated : And this difference is manifeſt in ſuch diſpoſals, - 
even of proſperity and adverſity, as tend to their greater holineſs 
and happineſs, which ſhall manifeſt the difference wy and for 
ever. But outward events (manifeſt ' it not in themſelves: All 
ſuch things come alike to all: yea, the Croſs is more laid on the 
godly, than the wicked. O therefore away with the two Diſciples 
deſires of Church-preferment and worldly dignity, and prepare to 
drink of Chrifts Cup, and be baptizzd with his. baptiſm, Eccleſ. 
9. 1,2, 3. Matth. 20.22, 2;. Learn daily how to bear flanders 
and perſecutions from men, even from Chriſtian Teachers ; and 
how to lie in fleſhly pains night and day,.and how to die: and 
all this in faith, and peace, = joy,. at leaſt in the quiet hope of © 
everlaſting joy. 


TI. And without any diſgracing or provoking deſign, but 
meerly in conſcience and compaſſion to the Souls of the people, 
and of our Reverend Brethren themſelves 5 1 do humbly iptrear. 
the Right Reverend and Reveren!l Impoſing Clergy, to lay by a 
while, if poſſible, all unrighteous prejudice-and partiality, and 
worldly intereſts and _reſpeds, and-conſider that they alſo muſt 
die,. aid as, they will Rand 'to it at laſt, to- reſolve. theſe Que- 
ſtions : | | [bo 


T. Whether thoſe Terms -of Church-Concord and Peace be 
wilely and juſtly made, which are too narrow to- receive {uch 
men. as this { for faith, knowledge, peaccableneſs, blameleſneſs, 
holineſs, &c. ) into the Miniſtry, Communion of their Church, 
or to endure therwout of a Jayl ? Wherher wife and good men 
cou!d find no herreg.? And whether Chrift ever direted the 
Church 


—— 
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Church to exclude ſvch, or did. not plainly require the contra- - 


Ty? And. whether-the Apoſtles ever excluded ſuch, or made 
ſuch Rules ? ; m 


1. Whether they think in their hearts that it were better 
zl] the good were undone, which hath been done by Nonconfor- 
miſts thele 18 years to the Miniſterial furthering of knowledge, 
repentance, holineſs and ſalvation, than: that 
preached the Goſpel when forbidden. ? - 


= NI. . Whither it will be peace to your conſejences at the Judg- 


ment of Chriſt, that any of you have furthered. the. ſilencing of 
ſuch, and their other ſufferings ?- - | 


IV. Whether they that have written and preached againſt ' 


their Preaching, or for their ſilencing, and the execution of the 
Laws againſt them,. or perſwaded them to give over their work 
themſelves, and reproached and accuſed them for doing it, be 
not engaged in this. ſrightful Cauſe ?: - | 


V. Is it not groſs partiality, if you will cheriſh men of igno- 
rance, vitiouſneſs, or far Jeſs worth, while ſuch. as theſe are thought 
intollerable, meerly becauſe the former are more ob:dient to you, 
than fear of ſinning will ſuſſer theſe to be. . | | 


VI. Was that-Church: therein guided by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
which made the Canon which :p/o fatto. excommunicateth ſuch ? 


VII, If you had known as many of the (about) 2000 ſilenced, _ 


and as well as I have done, how much of the grace of God ſhined 
in them , Is it poſſible that aay man. that hath the true fear and 
love of God, and ſenſe of everlaſting things, could ever by any 


pretences of Church:Government -or Otder, or upon any byas of* : 


intereſt, have confented to their (eneing and{ufferings? 


Some will think that in partiality I over-magnifie men, becauſe- - 
they were of my own mind and party :. I have (beſides ſome pious: . 


Women) written the Charafters, and publiſhed the praiſes of di- 


vers; of Mr. Rich. Vines, Mr. Fohn Taneway, Mr. Zoſeph Allen, - 
Mr. Henry Stubbs, Mr. Wadſworth, and now Mr. Fohs Corbet, and ' 


lately 


h ſhould have. 
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lately one Layman, Alderman Aſhurſt ; and he that hath now 


received them, whom ſuch as youcaſt out or villified, knoweth that 
I have in knowledge of them, and love to Chriſt, whoſe grace 
ſhined in them, ſpoken ſimply the truth from my heart; and it is 
in a time and place where it is fully known, and feareth no confu- 
tation. And the Hiſtory ſhall live to the ſhame of Church«dividing 
tearing principles, and all thorny hurtful diſpoſitions, and 
to the encouragement of the faithful, and the imitation of tholſe 
that in time to come, ſhall by faith, patience, and well-doing, 
ſeek, for immortality and eternal life, by ſerving our Redeemer, 
and pleaſing God, | | | 


EF I N IT S. 


E RRAT 4. 


Ag. 3. Line 26. for great, read gentle. Page. 4. 1. 1. for our, r. one. 1. 34. for 
' grown, T.groan, p.5. 1.11, for are ſure, I, meaſure, 1. 37. after that, r. the. 


Hrs Writings publiſhed are, 
1. His Hiſtory of Col. 22f's Military-Actions at 


and near Gloceſter. 
2. The Intereſt of Ergland, 1/t and 24 Part. 
3- A Difcourſe of the Religion of England, aflert- 
ing, That Reformed Chriſtianity, ſetled in its due Lati- 
--tude, is the Stability and Advancement of this King- 
dom : In two Parts, 

4- The Kingdom of God among Men : With a Diſ- 
courſe of Schiſm: and an Account of himſelf about 
Conformity. 

5. His ſecret Self-employment is now to be Printed. 
Containing, 1. Memorials for his own Practice. 2. His- 
Evidences upon Self-examination. 3. His Thoughts 
ia his laſt painful Aﬀfliictions. | 

What elle may hereafter ſee the light, we yet know 
not. 

Beſides his Labour in Compiling Mr. R»ſowortb's firlt. 
Volume of Hiſtorical ColleQions. 


